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MOUNT ENSIGN
(Cover Indent-gravure)

““All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, see
ye, when he lifteth up an Ensign on the mountains; and when he
bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.”— ([sa. xviii:3)

On the cover of each of the six preceding volumes of
this series of the History of the Church, Period I, there
has appeared in low relief an indent-gravure of some
prominent place: the Hill Cumorah, the Kirtland Tem-
ple, the Liberty Prison, the Nauvoo Mansion, and the
Carthage Jail; and for this Period I, volume VII, since
it brings us in its action into Salt Lake valley, a Utah
subject of first importance is selected, viz. “Mount
Ensign’’. It is generally referred to as ‘‘Ensign Peak’'.
Elder Woodruff, among those who first climbed the

Mount, says in his Journal entry of that date—July
26, 1847:

‘“We went on the top of a high peak in the edge of the mountain,
which we considered a good place to raise an Ensign. So we named it
‘Ensign Peak’, or ‘Hill'."”

Captain J. W. Gunnison, refers to it in his T he
Mormons, 1856, (pp. 33-4), as “Ensign Mound"'.

President Young refers to the Mount as “Ensign
Hill"", on the occasion of recording the incident of Ad-
dison Pratt receiving his endowments on its summit,
in October, 1849. (See Comprehensive History of the
Church, Century I, vol. iii, p. 386, footnote 10); so
that while referred to generally in early days as “En-
sign Peak’’, it was not exclusively known by that
name; and as it was dedicated for such purpose and
used as a “‘House of the Lord"' for giving the sacred
mysteries of the Temple ritual-—a new sanctity attaches
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to it. It is a sacréd “Mount'’, as much so as “‘Mount
Lebanon’’, the “Mount of Transfiguration”’, “Mount
Sinai”’, or “Mount Zion”, where the Temple of Jeru-
salem stood. And since this western mountain in the
edge of a group of mountains was used as a Temple of
God, “Mount” is both more euphonious and implies

sacredness rather than “‘Peak’ does. Hence the name
here used is suggested—"'Mount Ensign’’.

The significance of “Ensign’ in the literature of
the Church of the New Dispensation—in connection
with this “Mount’’'—is that it has reference to the in-
tent of the church “in these last days”’, to raise an
“Ensign’’ to the nations, known as the ‘‘Standard of
Zion”, which would be an “Ensign”” made up of the
flags of all nations, indicating that its message was to
be to “every nation, kindred, tongue and people”,
symbolized in this flag, or “Ensign’’. The matter is
referred to in some remarks of President Young made
on the 29th of May, 1847, when he mentioned to his
Camp of Pioneers the raising of such an “Ensign”
in the place to which they were going. Elder Woodruff
made note of it in his daily Journal of that date, and
drew in the margin of his Journal the rough outline
of such a flag. It was to this “Ensign’’ that the small
group of Pioneers referred to when on the top of the
“Mount” to which they had climbed, as being “‘a good
place to raise an Ensign.”



TABLE OF CONTENTS
VoLuME VII

PAGE PAGE
Mount Ensign ......... III Treatise on Apostolic iy
Introduction ........... XX Succession, Part V.. XX
Volume VII divided into Appo”lt“‘b"“t Dfl SS‘-‘ﬁ'
SRR ATtS e s e XIX Ce?_sloi,ugljosepl R XXI
History of the Church, Mauus);ript Hutm'yof
P e 0 d IR 7 XIX Brigham Young, Part
Excerpt from Ford's B o e el XXII
History of Ilinois, Number of Endow-
Lh e N s S XIX ments Given in Nauvoo
Later Historians’ Ex- THINHIE D ranneaoin s o XXTII
cerpts from Fprd’s Administration of the
History of Illinois, Twelve Apostles —
Battelie. . oo XX Cross Section of Man-
John  Taylor’'s  Mem- uscript  History  of 0
oirsBarte LI XX Brigham Young, ..... XXIV
PART I

CHURCH HISTORIANS' EXCERPT FROM [FORD'S HISTORY OF ILLINOIS

Explanation

CHAPTER 1

CONDITIONS IN HANCOCK

COUNTY REVIEWED BY GOVERNOR FORD—THE STATE

ARMS OF THE LEGION SURRENDERED ON THE DEMAND OF THE GOVERNOR

Review of Governor Ford’s Per-
fOrMances vy s san s o
Governor Ford’s Statement..... 2
Method of “Blowing up the
| ENC byl A R P
Illustration of False Reports... 4

Governor Ford's “Zeal” for the

Law
Martial Law in Nauvoo.......
Base Fraud Attempted
State Arms Demanded

CHAPTER II

SUBMISSION OF THE PROPHET TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE GOVERNOR—

GATHERING OF THE ENEMY FORCES OF THE PROPHET—GOVERNOR

FORD’S

DEFENSIVE JUSTIFICATION FOR HIS PLACEMENT OF THE HOSTILE FORCES AT
CARTHAGE AND THE DISMISSAL OF OTHERS

Surrender of Nauvoo's Mayor

and" City 'Couneil S e s 11
The Nauvoo Legion ........... 12
Question of Jurisdiction ....... 12

Forces at Carthage and Warsaw 14

Threats of Violence Within the
Governor's Forces

Pro et Con of Militia Mob

Treachery oo Sevsiemanneon, 16
Captain R. F. Smith and the
Carthage Greys—Guard of the
Prisoners
Governor Ford’s Explanations.. 18
Comment on Governor's Defense
(note) 19



VI CONTENTS

CHAPTER 111

GOVERNOR FORD’S VISIT T0 NAUVOO—FEARS ON THE WAY—INSULTING SPEECH
TO THE CITIZENS—RESENTED—HEARS OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
JOSEPH AND HYRUM SMITH

PAGE
Uncertainty of the Reflections
and Actions of Governor Ford

Establishes Headquarters in
CIINCY: s s i e e 27

eTOllE e, v e e e 22 Demands Upon the Governor to
Governor Ford at Nauvoo..... 23 Expel the Saints from Illinois 28
People of Nauvoo Resent Pretended Appeal of Governor
CHaTges & ot e e T 24 Ford for Federal Aid (note) 28
Word of the Assassination of Perplexities of Governor Ford—
the Prophet Received ...... 24 Political Parties ........e0 29
False Rumors at Quincy and Movements of the Mob from
Warsawieo s e e e Warsaw hi v usianesmei 30
The Governor's Plight ....... 26 The Attack Upon the Prison.. 31
PART II

EXTENSION OF QUOTATIONS FROM FORD'S HISTORY OF ILLINOIS

Explanation

CHAPTER IV

GOVERNOR FORD'S COMMENTS ON THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH SMITH AND HIS
FOLLOWERS—HIS CONJECTURES ON THE FUTURE OF MORMONISM

Governor Ford’s Estimate of the

Launching of Missionary Activ-

Prophet's Character ........ T T O o B O A B RO i ear
Character of the Followers of Possible Future of Mormonism 40
Joseph' Smith ... 0. es 36  Governor Ford's Fear for His
World's Conjecture of the Mor- Connection with Mormonism. 41
mon Religion ,.............. 37 Demand and Counter-Demand. 42
Settlement of the Questlon of Reflections of Governor Ford.. 42

Church Leadership .........
CHAPTER V

POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF THE PERIOD FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF THE
PROPHET—'‘TRIAL"” OF THE MURDERERS—STATUS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT
IN HANCOCK COUNTY

Political Fanaticism of the Anti-

Mormon, Batty v i 44
Political Course of Col. E. D.

Taylor—Democrat .......... 44
A Prcposud “Wolf Hunt”..... 46
The “Hunt” Dispersed ........ 47

The Accused Murderers of the
Prophet Dictate Their Own
Terms of Surrender ........ 47

Governor  Ford’s Pledge of

Safety to the Prophet Ad-

mitteds s e e e e 48
Determination of the Governor
to Have the Ringleaders of the
MurderersiiTried ST St h 49
The “Trial"—Status of the
P iy S e S D B 50
Nauvoo Authorities Acquitted
for Destruction of the Eux-
POSTEOY PIess. v .ivisiaisio sials vin 51



CONTENTS VII

PART III

MEMOIRS OF THE LATE PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR RESPECTING AF-
FAIRS AT NAUVOO LEADING UP TO THE MARTYRDOM OF THE PROPHET
AND PATRIARCH : GOVERNOR FORD’S RESPONSIBILITY THEREIN

[OXDIANATION. it i e e e e e e e o et S b e e s 54
CHAPTER VI
THE MARTYRDOM OF JOSEPH SMITH: REVIEW OF CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS
PRECEDING THAT EVENT

PAGE PAGE

[ntcoductiont s e 55 Uncertainty of the U. S. Mail.. 65
Threatening Portents in [llinois Systematic Anti-Mormon Agita-

....................... 56 oI e S 5 Sk e 60
Apostates at Nauvoo ......... 56 Writ Issued by Thomas Mor-

Other Anti-Mormon Parties.,. 58 EiSOnRIES RS e e 60

Whigs and Democrats ........ 58 Action of Nauvoo City Council 67

Lawlessness in Northern Illinois 59  Military Defensive Measures... 69
The Nauwvoo Expositor........ 61 Governor Ford’s Arrival at

Mental Attitude of the Prophet. 63 Carthageln il oy 71
Bill for Removing of the Press John Taylor and Doctor Bern-

of the Nauwvoo Expositor .... 63 hisel at Carthage ........... 72

The ' Removall i vs s 64 The Two Messengers in Danger 72

CHAPTER VII

JOHN TAYLOR AND DOCTOR BERNHISEL'S INTERVIEW WITH GOVERNOR FORD
PLEDGE OF GOVERNOR FORD FOR THE SECURITY OF JOSEPH SMITH IF HE WOUIl
COME TO CARTHAGE

Character of Men Surrounding

Demand for the State Arms at

the Governor During the In- INEINES]. oobootenotiokepanis 83
Terview: —.iies Mgt i 75  The Prophet and Patriarch Dis-
The Governor and State's played to the State Troops at
Pledge of Security ......... 77 Attt 83
The Prophet's Start for the City Council of Nauvoo Ar-
A P B A S O AR A raigned before Justice Smith
John Taylor in Disguise....... 80 atECarthagel e e e 84
The Prophet’'s Return to Nau- The Charge of Treason Against
VOO hiiint s el ilseia il aralisters B0 thel Propheti .t die e 85
Constable’s Report to Governor Ford’s Reaction to the Represen-
e e L S e T A e T 82 tation of John Taylor ....... 86
CHAPTER VIII
INTERVIEW BETWEEN JOSEPH SMITH AND GOVERNOR THOMAS FORD
The Interview is given in statement and counter-statement between
thel Governonsand St he e oDl et e lis ot e s O 88-96



VIII

CONTENTS

CHAPTER IX

THE ASSAULT UPON THE PRISON—THE MURDER OF JOSEPH AND HYRUM SMITH

PAGE
The Committing Magistrate Ex-
ceeds his Jurisdiction........
Prisoners Illegally Forced Into
Court—Some Concessions of

Comfort to the Prisoners... 98
Cyrus H. Wheelock’s Visit to
W T Sk oo s game e o on 100
Harsh Treatment of Colonel
Matkhamiea: oo e 101
\Witne @btainedl 1 s s 101
“A Poor Wayfaring Man of
Grie e S o e g e 101

Mob Assault Unon the Prison.. 102

Taylor’s Effort to Escape by the
Window

Summary of Movements of the

PAGE

B CISONETE R L0 Wiy 105
The Murder Accomplished—Re-

HeCtiONSIE Ty et 106

Case of Rough Surgery ....... 107

Activities of Willard Richards. 108
Flight of the People from Car-

thage e 108
Richards-Taylor Note from
Carthage to Nauvoo ........ 110

News of the Assassination In-

tercepted by Governor Ford.. 110
Attempt on the Life of Samuel

H. Smith—Brother of the

1 T T i e S s 111
The Hamiltons and the Murder 112

CHAPTER X

WAS GOVERNOR FORD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER OF THE PROPHET AND
PATRIARCH OF THE NEW DISPENSATION

Summary of Incriminating

Hactsts, ot nt R sl 13
Argument in Favor of Gover-
1212 IBTREL oA o sl b A e B 115
Were National Characters Im-
plicated in the Murder ...... 116
John Taylor’s Visitors at Car-
thage B e e 117

His Painful Journey to Nauvoo 118
Time Register of the Martyr-

domM U e e s 119
Taylor’s Addendum Notes .... 120
His Comment on the Expositor

TN N Pl S i 121
The Warsaw Resolutions—Pre-

ATb e e e et 122
Report of the Carthage Com-

Thitfee b 122

Joseph Smith’s Personal Ac-
count of the Expositor Affair 125

PART IV

HISTORIANS’ SECOND COMPILATION OF HISTORICAL ITEMS OF CHURCH
HISTORY, FROM 22ND OF JUNE, 1844
T0 8TH OF AUGUsT, 1844

Explanation

CHAPTER XI

MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS APART FROM THE MAJOR FACTS OF THE MARTYRDOM
OF THE PROPHET AND PATRIARCH FROM JUNE 22ND, 1844 10 yUNE 29TH, 1844

Varied Incidents of Activity in
thelGhurch st ) S il s i 129
Affidavit of J. R. Wakefield... 130
F. M. Highee's Designs Against
the Prophet's Life .......... 130
Arrival of Captain Singleton in
Nauvoo to Keep the Peace... 131
Arrival of Governor Ford in
INEUVOOE e b e s 132

Whereabouts of the Twelve.... 132
Proclamation of General Dem-
ing to the People of Hancock
(GLFiTe| 5 s T A e O S 133
Nauvoo Legion to “Keep Quiet” 134
Arrival of the Bodies of the
Martyrs at Nauvoo ......... 134
Names of the Prophet’s Body-
guard



CONTENTS IX

PAGE PAGE

Names of the Nauvoo Legion toithetBEoph et At o e 136
Bandiriarfm s e 135 Apostles’ Petition to Congress
Letter from Elders Lyman for Remuneration of Losses of

Wight and Heber C. Kimball the Church in Missouri..... 138

CHAPTER XII

MOVEMENTS IN HANCOCK COUNTY, CARTHAGE, NAUV0O, WARSAW AND QUINCY,
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE FOLLOWING THE MARTYRDOM : LIST OF THE
NAMES OF THOSE WHO WERE IN THE MOB ASSEMBLED T0Q SLAY THE PROPHET

Governor Ford to the People of List of the Mob at Carthage by
the State of Illinois ........ 140 Willard Richards!: oo 146
General Orders to the Militia in Communication—Governor Ford
the 'Western Counties of II- to General Deming ......... 146
linois—Ford .......oovvenune 141  Willard Richards to Brigham
Movement of Quincy Troops to Young—Nauvoo Affairs .... 147
WVATEAW [ e s oerelaaants 142 Peace Council at Nauvoo...... 148
Roll of Carthage Greys and Of- The Twelve in Boston—by Wil-
ficers on Duty at Time of ford Woodeufin v oo 149
IR e s beiia Ly o oot ten ao a0 142 The Governor's Instructions to
Guard at the Jail ...covvennnn. 142 Colonel Fellows and Captain
List of the Balance of Company T i A e R 150
of the Carthage Greys ...... 142 Resolutions of the City Council
List of the Mob at Green Plains 143 OF NAUVO00 b it wldiesei itaios 150
AEVATEIW oo ioine oetaerotaers 143 Action of the City Council..... 151
List of Those Active in the Address to the Church—a Word
Massacre at Carthage by J. B. of {Consolaticny @i 152
Backenslosa s e e, 143

CHAPTER XIII

THE MARTYRDOM IN POETRY-—EFFORTS FOR FOOD SUPPLIES AND PROTECTION FOR
THE PEOPLE OF NAUVOO—THE DANIELS AFFIDAVIT ON THE MARTYRDOM

“The Assassination of Generals Governor Ford ............ 159
Joseph and Hyrum Smith"— Answer of Governor Ford to
Bz AR S RO Wa . s s 154 Warsaw Committee ......... 160

Second Letter from Elders Members of the Mob Wounded
Wight and Kimball—Move- at Carthage. oo v b 162
ments of the Twelve ...... 157  Affidavit of William M. Daniels

City Council of Nauvoo on Sup- at Carthage on the Martyrdom 162
BlyingdiE GO0 sy S s 158 Note on Daniels’ Affidavit.... 163

George J. Adams—Messenger to A Plea for Liberty and Justice—
Brigham Young ............ 158 Lee County Democrat ...... 164

Letter of General Dunham to

CHAPTER XIV

A CHAPTER OF SUNDRY EVENTS AT VARIOUS PLACES AND DOCUMENTS FOLLOWING
THE MARTYRDOM : UNITED STATES PRESS COMMENTS ON THE MURDER

Local and General Miscellaneous SIOMI S s i e o s et s 171
TS sl vs sl s are ool . 168 Letter to A. Jonas—Peace at
Letter to General Deming ...... 169 N AUNOOR Y, e T ooyl iz 175
Troubles at Nauvoo .......... 170  Appeal of Nauvoo Ladies to
Letter of Instruction to the Governor Ford (v jnn kit 176

President of the British Mis- Ttems of the Martyr-Tragedy,



X CONTENTS

PAGE
Nauvoo Neighbor .......... 176
Movements of Some of the
Lwelve o e s v
The Prophet—New L. D. S.
Eitblicationiene. L ern S 177

PAGE
Public Opinion on the Murder
of Joseph and Hyrum Smith
—thesPress s o e 177
Comment on—Nauwoo Neighbor 180

CHAPTER XV

CHAPTER OF MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS, PRESS EXCERPTS AND MOVEMENTS
OF LEADING ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AT NAUVOO AND ELSEWHERE

Question of Trustee-in-Trust

forithe (Churehi czi oo 183
Governor's Order Disregarded

A TRV TS W R e = 183
Premonitory Anxieties ........ 184
Elder Woodruff Preaches in

BoSton s e i s o 185

Movements at Nauvoo ....... 185

Review of the Murder at Car-
thage—Times and Secasons... 186

Letter to the Saints Abroad—
themBvwelve s e e 189

“Lamentation”—A Jew on the
Assassination—Neibaur
Threatening Portents Against
Nauvoo—A Letter .......... 192
Intention of the Church to Take
no Part in Trial of the Mur-
derers h e e 193
Woodruff's Letter to Brigham
Young—the Martyrdom .... 194
Respecting the Prophet's state 194
Reports of Movements in Illi-
nois Observed from Warsaw. 195

CHAPTER XVI

THE MOVEMENTS OF THE APOSTLES AND OTHER LEADING BRETHREN IN THE
EAST AND AT NAUVOO—IMPORTANT COMMUNICATION FROM GOVERNOR FORD

Excerpts—Woodruff's Journal. 197

Discourse of Elder Orson Hyde,
Washington, D. C.—Comment
onithe Bropheti’. . u e esee. 197

Remarks of Brigham Young on

Samety s L 198
Epistle of the Apostles to the

S et e s e o s e 198
Warning Against False Doc-

trines—Orson Hyde ......... 199
Meetings at Nauvoo ......... 200

Letter of Governor Ford to

Richards and Phelps ....... 200
Replyi theretoi oo b mi e 201
Leonora Taylor’s Letter to Gov-

ETTORR R OT IS e e, 201
Confidential Letter of Governor

Ford—W. W. Phelps ....... 203

Ford’s Mock Appeal to General
S. W. Kearny—St. Louis.... 206
Governor Ford Self-Revealed by
Letter to W. . Phelps
(note)a® Gr Ll e, 208

CHAPTER XVII

GATHERING OF THE TWELVE AND OTHER LEADING ELDERS AT NAUVOO—DEATH
OF ELDER SAMUEL H, SMITH, BROTHER OF THE PROPHET, EARLY MISSIONARY
OF THE CHURCH AND ONE OF THE EIGHT WITNESSES OF THE BOOK OF MORMON

Preparation of the Twelve to
Start for Nauvoo
Letter of Elder Brigham Young
to Willard Richards ...... 209
Verse to Elder John Taylor—
Eliza R. Snow 211
Excerpt—Prediction of the Pro-
phet's Death—Woodruff’s

Journal
Death of Samuel H. Smith... 213
Restiveness of Bishop George

Miller 213
Governor Ford to the People of

Warsaw e i el 214
Biographical Note—Samuel H.

Smith



CONTENTS XI

CHAPTER XVIII

THE GATHERING OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES FROM THE EAST TO NAUV0O:
PRELIMINARY MEETINGS LOOKING TO THE SETTLEMENT OF THE QUESTION OF
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH

PAGE
Political Election in Hancock

County
Movements of Brigham Young. 223
Arrival of Sidney Rigdon at

I TRTstel s A B e S s Ao 223
Brigham Young as Oxteamster. 224
Sunday Service at Nauvoo—

Sidney Rigdon

PAGE

Meeting of Elder Rigdon with
the Twelve
Murderous Intentions of Wil-

liampEaw e i e 227
Hancock County Election Re-

tUTHS o 227
H. C. Kimball's Dream........ 228

Excerpt—Return of the Twelve

to Nauvoo—Woodruff’s Jour-

Parley P. Pratt's Comment on N A s e 228
Rigdon's Sermon ....... sy Majority of the Twelve i in Coun-

Attempt to Choose a “Guardian I E BTN, soh th oo a0n 228
tor the Church .. oi oo, 225  FElder Rigdon's Proposal—

Respect Shown by the Latter- “Guardian” to the Church... 229
day Saints in Liverpool for The Twelve Hold the “Keys"—
el MaTtyrs s e s 226 Brigham Young ........c... 230

CHAPTER XIX

THE SETTLEMENT OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP—THE TWELVE APOSTLES ACCEPTED
AS THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH, BRIGHAM YOUNG AT THEIR HEAD

Special Public Meeting at Nau- Succession in Presidency.... 236
VOO a1 leirsvoslorarytotata ar e (et te 231  Speech of W. W. Phelps in Be-

The Claim of the Twelve to half of Sidney Rigdon ...... 237
Lead the Church in the Ab- Remarks of Elder Parley P.
sence of the First Presidency Pratt on Succession in Presi-
—Brigham Young .......... 31 degov i s 238

A Church Constitutional Pro- Presxdent Brigham Young's Sec-
vision {(note) . Lt . 234 ofid Speech’ .t aevoni s

Transformation of Brigham Comment of the Church His-
Young to the Personality of O ATIS e e ey e i o T e 242
Joseph Smith (note) ....... 236 Testimony of the Church His-

Speech of Amasa M. Lyman on T ETIE] o (i ri B Ao G oo D 243

PART V

EXCERPTS FROM THE MANUSCRIPT HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG
FROM AUGUST 9, 1844, T0 ocTOBER 8, 1848

Explanation

CHAPTER XX

EVENTS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SUSTAINING OF THE QUORUM OF THE
TWELVE AS THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH—RESUMPTION OF THE CHURCH
ACTIVITIES—PERPETUATION OF THE POLICY OF THE PROPHET

Righteous Resolutions of the

Appoimment of Trustees-in-

..................... Twelve b sl o4
City Councﬂ for the Suppression Epistle of the Twelve to the
(3t A AT R B B o G o 248 Church—Times and Seasons..250

Definite Assignments to Labors. 248 The U. S, to be Organized into



XII CONTENTS
PAGE PAGE
Ghureh ‘Districtsl o i 251 the Law of the Church ...... 259
Suggestions as to Politics ..... 252 Removal of Dead Branches.... 259
Closing Admonitions ......... 252 The Prophet’s “Translation” of

Missions in the Pacific Islands. 253
Mission Movements in Southern

States it s 253
Restless Elements in Nauvoo—

Brigham Young ............ 254
The Church not to be Deprived

of Revelations' . ... oo v van 256
Law of Tithing to be Enforced. 257
Those by Whom Offenses Come 257
The Whole of America Zion... 258
Evasions not to be Practiced in

40T e Y e s N S o 260
James Arlington Bennett ..... 261
Impetus to the Building of the

Temple voostinees v s oa st
Twelve Apostles Baptized for

their Dead (note) .......:.. 261
Exhortation to Unity ........ 263
The Prophet Sealed His Testi-

mony with His Blood....... 263

Baptism for the Dead Resumed 264
Departure of Elders Woodruff
and Jones to England........

CHAPTER XXI

FORMAL TRIAL AND EXCOMMUNICATION OF PRESIDENT SIDNEY RIGDON—RESTLESS

MOVEMENTS OF JAMES EMMETT—MISSION

ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCH—

MOVEMENTS OF STATE OFFICIALS AND THE MOB OF HANCOCK COUNTY

Rigdon’s Vagaries—Gog and
I B s Ao, ol T 266
Conference in Philadelphia .... 266

Concentration at Nauvoo—
Times and Seasons .........

Rigdon’s License Demanded ... 267

The Formal Trial of Elder Sid-
ney Rigdons coib ol il 268

Labors with James Emmett ... 269
Nauvoo Arsenal ............. 271
Addison Pratt’s Letter from the
SocietyiTslandsion it o 271
Church Works—Profits ...... 273

Opposition of Benjamin Win-

chestert i e 274
Selection of Presiding Seventies
and High Priests .......... 274
Attempt to Arrest Murderers of
thetiRrapher s i s 275
Night Watchman Appointed for
theliemples t i 275
Letter of Charles C. Rich to
‘Thomas “Fordi il s 275
Special Order No. 10 ........ 276
President Young's Letter to
GovertiopdEardins . A,
The Preparation of Boats for
@overnoriEord ™. i n oo s 278

CHAPTER XXII

EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE TO THE CHURCH—MORAL AND SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

All the First Quorum pf the
Seventy Ordained Presidents. 279
Party in Nauvoo Mansion Boy-

cotred st w S E DEIERE S 280
Epistle of the Twelve to the

Chutehl 280
Subjects of the Epistle........ 280
N Eemple b et 280
ThelGathering: cu . it cum e 280

Economic Advantages at Nau-

VOD, e i ot 281
Consciousness of Sound Doc-
Prifie e s e o 281

Awaiting Spiritual Blessings... 281
Against Vice in all its Forms.. 282

Murderers of the Prophet..... 283
Labors of Elder Woodruff
Among Relatives ........... 3

CHAPTER XXIII

MINUTES OF THE IMPORTANT CONFERENCE OF OCTOBER O6TH To StH, 1844—

THE CHURCH SET

IN ORDER—DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD EXPQUNDED—

ECONOMICS CONSIDERED

The Discourse of President
Brigham Young ............ 284
Reasons Given for Haste...... 284

The Church Led by Revelation 285
Self-Guidance by Revelation... 286
Keys of Leadership not Taken



CONTENTS

from Joseph Smith
Hyrum Smith Ordained to Take

the Prophet’s Place
Elder John Taylor’s Discourses. 288
Adherence. to Principles of Rev-

elation
Perpetuation of

the Plan of

SRR Al ocottmsii Gt
Hopes Beyond the Grave...... 290
Expectation of Tribulation.... 291

High Standing of the Saints... 291
Building the Temple First Duty 292
Baptism for the Dead and Tith-

ing
Sustaining of the Several Au-

thorities of the Church...... 293
Policies of Joseph and Hyrum
SmithtSustaimed! Soriidy. 294
Amasa M. Lyman’s Status
(HOLE)E el e et e b el
Effect in Dropping Officers
from I Eositions oo e et 296
The High Council <. .coviuiss 296

The First Council of the Seventy 297
The Bishopric 297
The Elders

The Lesser Priesthood
Elder Parley P. Pratt's Dis-
course 298
Heber C. Kimball’s Discourse—
the Resurrection ....... S IR
All Evil to be Done Away..... 300
President Young Presents a
Patriarch—Asael Smith (note) 300
William Smith as Presiding
Patriarchi(note) <2l i 301
Tithing Expounded ........... 301
Lyman Wight and James Em- i

mett

Ordination of a Patriarch—
AsaellSmith conee e wasas 302

Business of the Conference Qut-

lined . et o 303
EconomictEolicyits aos s 303
Organization of the High

Priests and the Seventy .... 305

Special Mission of the High
Priests—List of Names ....

Instructions to Seventies and
Elders
Industrial Committee Appointed 308

CHAPTER XXIV

THE PRELIMINARY STEPS TO THE FORTHCOMING PROSECUTION OF THE MURDERERS
OF JOSEPH AND HYRUM SMITH—THE WORK IN THE SOCIETY ISLANDS—
TEMPLE AFFAIRS—FINANCIAL EMBARRASSMENT

Use of the Nauvoo Legion Au-
thorized for the Protection of
courts

Governor’s Explanation of Or-
Gl IS Ml e, SR e 309

President Young's Visit to the

BEast . ovesusinsnme i sare 310
Misconduct of William Smith.. 312
Mob Movements at Carthage... 312
Norwegian Branch Organized.. 312
Return of Witnesses from Car-

LA e s o e 313
Work in Society Islands....... 313

Indictment of the Prophet’s
T e ar S o s s s e e e 314
Conference at St. Louis ....... 315

Mission of Elder B. L. Clapp..
Mission in Canadian Provinces. 317
A Voice from the Temple—
Temple Committee
Operation of the Law of Tith-
13] S ar et e S DO O OGO G
Status of the Saints and the
Wtk at NauvoD .. uewssss 321
Council Minutes on Financial
S N o T e TS i 322

CHAPTER XXV

PROGRESS OF WORK ON THE TEMPLE—MISCELLANEQUS MOVEMENTS IN
CHURCH AND STATE

Placing the Last Capital on the

Templeda o dawnisiins o Slig 323
Departure of Elder Woodruff

ToreEnglandis il e 324
Conference in Michigan ....... 324
Repeal of Nauvoo Charter Pro-

posedier i g 325

School for Seventies .......... 326
Presidency Appointed for Kirt-
landi st e e s 326

Hotchkiss Interests in Nauvoo. 327
Governor Ford’s Message to the
Tegislatiure .2 hnioierats LR 328



XIV CONTENTS

CHAPTER XXVI

THE GREAT CONFERENCE OF THE SEVENTIES AT NAUVOO—ORGANIZATION OF

NEW QUORUMS—DEDICATION OF THE SEVENTIES’ HALL—NOTABLE DISCOURSES—

DOCTRINAL INSTRUCTIONS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG ON PRIESTHOOD—THE
TWELVE—THE SEVENTY—AND THE BISHOPRIC

PAGE
Five Days of Memorable Seven-
ties’ Conference ............
“A Voice from the Prophet—
Come to Me"—Phelps ...... 331

Dedication P rayer—Brigham

IV OUNE s st e e e i 332
“The Seer"—John Taylor..... 333
Remarks of H. C. Kimball ... 335
Discourse—George A. Smith—

TR ON T ettt batatscssiassts e rete s 335
Elder Hyde—Union .......... 335

Burden of the Kingdom on the

PAGE
Twelve coiiic o s huea i 337
Discourse—Elder John Taylor—

Relationship of the Church to

GoOd e e 340
Second Prayer of Dedication—
Joseph Young .............. 342

Discourse—Orson Pratt—
“Adam Fell that Man Might
Belii s o e 344

CHAPTER XXVII

CAMPAIGN AGAINST WICKEDNESS BOTH BY THE CHURCH AUTHORITIES AND THE
NAUVOO CITY COUNCIL—VILLAINY OF NAUVOO'S ENEMIES

A Word to the Churches
Abroad—The Twelve .......
Caution—Beware of Deception—
Orson Hyde
Discourse Against Wickedness
—Elders Young and Kimball. 350
Movement of the Saints to Cali-
fornia Considered ...........
Lesser Priesthood Quorums Set
in Order

Mission Projected for the Sev-

CIETES e S ot o o oteiate 51
The Voice of Nauvoo—the City
(ChTEL . o Namndn oo chteomaadan
Meeting of the Citizens of Nau-
VOO uts oo ool T s s e s 354
Epistle of the Twelve—To the
Church in All the World. .... 356

Affidavit to the Public—Kelting 360

CHAPTER XXVIII

THE STORY OF CONTINUED PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH IN NAUVOO, IN

EUROPE

AND IN THE UNITED STATES—PLEA FOR THE RETURN OF JAMES EMMETT’S
COMPANY

Nauvoo Charter Before a Leg-
islative Committee
Nauvoo Charters Repealed..... 365
Minutes of Seventies Council..
Land Grants Sought in Mich-
AT e e 367
Donations and Tithing for the
Temple
City Election at Nauvoo ...... 370
Friendly Letter of Josiah Lam-
ORI, e N e e 370

Letter—President Young to El-
der Woodruff in England.... 373
Arrests in Yelrome ........... 373
Asa  Works, Sen.—American
Revolution Soldier Dies .... 374
Premonitions of President
O ot oo oieiarerela it o e
Delegation Appointed to Visit
James Emmett’s Company—
B e e e s e Ao 377
“The Kingdom of God” (Note) 381



CONTENTS

XV

CHAPTER XXIX

THE JAMES EMMETT COMPANY OFFICIALLY VISITED—APRIL CONFERENCE OF
1845—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS UNDER GENERAL STATE LAW—WESTERN
MOVEMENT PROPOSED BY GOVERNOR FORD

PAGE
Lyman and Spencer’s Report of
Emmett's Company .........
Brackenbury Plotted Against.. 384
Further Report on Emmett's
COMPANYIE e it sl tinstane i aar
Remarks of Brigham Young on
Emmett's Company
Departure of William Marks
from Nauvoo
Arrival of English Saints in
IRERINTaTe) e te o e e i e o
Advice Sought from Governor
18] o B E AR e ) er S B 389
Sheriff Backenstos Threatened. 390

PAGE
Conference Minutes, April 6,
b L e S T s
The Saints Satisfied with Joseph
Smith as a Prophet ......... 391
Lyman Wight's Case Considered 392
Nauvoo to be Called “City of
Joseph” 3%
Comments on the Conference.. 394
Nauvoo to Become Public Cen-
ter for the Church ......... 395
Governor Ford on the Organi-
zation of Town Government.. 396
Western Movement of the Saints
Suggested by Governor Ford. 398

CHAPTER XXX

AN APPEAL TO LYMAN WIGHT TO BE UNITED WITH THE TWELVE—LETTERS TO

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE GOVERNORS OF THE RESPECTIVE

STATES—LETTERS OF GOVERNOR FORD TO STATE MILITARY LEADERS—IMPORTANT
DOCTRINAL LETTER OF THE TWELVE TO THE CHURCH

Towns Under General State The Twelve from Their Retire-
Law Considered ............ ment to the Church ......... 412

Letter to Lyman Wight et al— Newly Discovered Letters of the
Plea for Unmion ............. 400 Prophet—Consecration ...... 12

Letter to the President of the i ATl o 413

United States and Governors
of the Respective States.... 402
Voice from Nauvoo—Willard

Richard st mnre s e e
Council’s Letter to Elder Wood-

ruff—England .............. 407
Conference in England ........ 408
Governor Ford to Governor

DL e A S

Ford to A. W. Babbitt—Vacilla-
tion

Fate of Sons of Perdition Not
Revealed 4

Difficulties Attendant Upon Col-
lection of Evidences for Trial

of the Murderers .......... 415
Laying the Capstone of the

Temple St St Jr o=l 417
William Smith ordained Patri-

arch to the Church ......... 418

CHAPTER XXXI

SUNDRY EVENTS GROUPED TOGETHER LOOKING TO AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THE
STATE GOVERNMENT AT NAUVOO—HARVEST FEAST AT NAUV00O

Prayer and its Objective......
George D. Watt’s Report of the
Eatthagemlcial B ivaissssn e 421
Carthage Assassins — Nauvoo
Nieighbar oo seessmmsatanin 422
Interview with Governor Ford
and ex-Governor Reynolds... 423
Report of Elder Pratt to the
Twelve—Conditions in New
York

Letter—the Twelve to the Saints
Abroad
William  Smith ws.
Bolice it e e 428
James Arlington Bennett ......
Letter—Brigham Young to Wil-
ford Woodruff 430
Bonds for General Deming—A
Contrast
Attempted Reconciliation with

432



XVI CONTENTS
PAGE PAGE
T 1A S T £ e e 433 acterization ot the Twelve—
James Emmett's Desire to be in New York Sum ..covananaane 434
Fellowshipi ook o ras ..... 434 L. D. S. American Revolution
Kindness to Mother Lucy Smith 434 Soldier I iesiti o soeist i 436

“Temple at Nauvoo"—Char-

Harvest Feast Near Nauvoo... 437

CHAPTER XXXII

PREPARATIONS FOR WESTWARD JOURNEY—THE FINAL WORD:

THE CHURCH

MUST LEAVE ILLINOLS—DETAIL OF THE PLANS—AMERICAN GOVERNMENT FAILS
IN THE CASE OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Salt Lake Valley Considered as

Place of Settlement ......... 439
Death of Miner R. Deming.... 439
Brigham Young's Letter to Solo-

mon Hancock—Yelrome Diffi-

CI e e LS el A Y 440
Aid Sent to Morley Settlement. 441
Journey 'West to be Made on

Apostles’ Plan—All Things in

Common

Journey
General Hardin—Commander of
Governor’'s Troops ..........
Saints’ Proposition to Remove
from Illinois—Admitted to be
Just 44
Request of Quincy Committee.. 449
Acquiescence of the Citizens of
Illinois to the Agreed Re-
moval of the Saints ........ 450

Military Measures for Civic Resolutions in the Quincy Whig 451
(OFEEREE LI il n g Ensano or 443  Publication of Nauvoo Neighbor

Attempted Arrest of Prominent and Times and Seasons to
Citizens of Nauvoo ......... RS e e o e s e 453

Attempt at Maintenance of Requirements of Each Family of
Slaw and Orderl . oooowai 445 Five Across the Plains...... 454

Outfit Required for Western

CHAPTER XXXIII

AT NAUVOO—PLEA OF THE
PATHETIC

LAST CONFERENCE “MOTHER OF PROPHETS —

First Meeting in the Temple... 456 course—Against “Common-

General Conference Held in the stock Business Religion” .... 466
Temple, October 6, 1845— Appeal in Behalf of the Poor... 469
Nintites e e 457  Appearance of Mother Lucy

Authorities Sustained Smith Before the Conference 470

William Smith Rejected as Pa- Brigham Young's Pledge to
trarchl e e Mother Smith .............. 472
Roger Orton Dropped from Publication of the “Printed
First Council of the Seventy. 461 Word"” Discontinued ........ 473
Parley P. Pratt on Situation and Provision Made for School
Prosperity of the Saints .... 463 Pooks=iiaeinrr. o 0 Ly IR 47
President Young’s Prediction of Practical Considerations Adopt-
the Deliverance of the Saints 465 ed e e 476

Elder Kimball's Noted Dis-

CHAPTER XXXIV

OFFICIAL MESSAGE TO THE SAINTS IN THE UNITED STATES—REMOVAL OF THE

CHURCH TO THE WEST—ORGANIZATION—OLIVER COWDERY’S TENDER OF SERVICES

—THE BIGELOW CASE—WARREN-YOUNG-TAYLOR OUTRAGE—THE POWER OF
PRAYER 7§. MOBOCRACY—APPEAL TO GOVERNOR FORD

Epistle of the Twelve to the Exodus Announced .......... 478
Church—Brigham Young ... 478 Universal Interest in Removal. 478



CONTENTS

PAGE
Threatening National Portents.. 479
Intent to Complete the Temple. 479
Admonition to Preparation for

Western Move ............. 480
Threats Against Nauvoo—Gen-

eralfHardingi, o el 1
The Organized Companies. .. .. 481

Movements of Friends and Foes 482
Last Meeting of High Council
at Nauvoo
Excommunication of William
Smith
Hostility in Kirtland

XVII

FAGE

The Bigelow Tragedy ........ 485
More House-burning ........ 488
Appeal to Governor Ford ...... 489

Plans for Attending Trial at
Carthage
Charge of Bogus-making by the
Twelve 401
Interview with Major Warren. 492
Miller's Interview with Gover-

eTE DT b e Bt e e Ao 492
Report of Mission to James Em-
mett's Company ............ 495

CHAPTER XXXV

IMPORTANT LETTERS, FRIENDLY AND OTHERWISE-—SUMMARY OF RECENT
PROCEDURE IN AND ABOUT NAUVOO WITH COMMENT OF AN
EDITORIAL FROM THE TIMES AND SEASONS

Proposed Schemes for Settle-
ment in the West by “Back-
WOOG SN e

Brigham Young's Comment on. 502

Orson Spencer’s Letter to Gov-
ernor Ford—Harsh ......... 502

Ford’s Letter to George Miller
—Repudiation of Spencer’s

Eettera pinrsnl it gt 505
Letter to Bishop John B. Purcell

of Cincinnati—Roman Cath-

(Aol £ e i R il Mttt 508

Purchasing Arms for Western
Journey—Orson Pratt ....... 509

Summary of Persecutions of
Saints to Date

CHAPTLER XXXVI

MURDERS BY MOBS CONTINUED—CONFESSION OF DR. ROBERT D, FOSTER—FAREWELL

OF ORSON

PRATT TO EASTERN SAINTS—WESTWARD BY SHIPPING—

THE DURFEE MURDER CASE

First Emigration Company Or-
ganized for West............ 513

Foster's Confession to Hodge.. 513

More Companies Organized.... 514

Death of Joshua Smith........ 514
Farewell Message of Orson
Pratt to Eastern Saints..... 515
Mother Smith's History of the
Prophet—note .............. 519
Important Conference in New
Y OFk o i sl e e 520
Report of Mission—James H.
3 T h o ey ROy ol 522

Edmund Durfee Killed by Mob 523

Biographical Note ............ 524
Joseph B. Brackenbury Poisoned

DBy abimeninemer L o 24
Orson Hyde's Report on Durfee

WG LTS 50 pi o st Mo iy 525
Epistle to the Saints—Willard

Richardsi s et sonsala i 526
James C. Snow's Mission to the

| SETSLNE R e O L A e ) 527
Nauvoo Neighbor—Extra ..... 528
Course of Major Warren Re-

ported—Backenstos ......... 530
Progress in Organizing Com-

panies for the West.......... 532

CHAPTER XXXVII

DEDICATION OF PARTS OF THE TEMPLE—ENDOWMENTS GIVEN—ROMAN CATHOLIC
EFFORTS TO PURCHASE THE TEMPLE AND OTHER NAUVOO PROPERTY—THE CHURCH

IN ENGLAND—UNITED STATES FEDERAL

CHARGES OF COUNTERFEITING AGAINST

CHURCH AUTHORITIES—CHURCH PUBLICATIONS FOR 1845

Dedication of
Story

Temple Attic

Assignment of Rooms in Temple
AT S G 535



XVIII CONTENTS
3 PAGE PAGE
Wagon Shops Established. ... .. 535 Saints Uninformed on Many
Conditions in Nauvoo......... 536 SUbjettsl 545
Foreign Church Affairs........ 536 Letters to Government Officials
Roman Catholic Efforts to Pur- on Movements of the Saints
chase Public . Buildings at West .ol s 547
Nauvoor Bl s L T 537 Temple Workers Appointed—
Offer to Sell Nauvoo Property pElSt of ......... Hpuris 547
at Fifty per cent Valuation.. 538 “1”’”,’\’,&5 Journal of Travels in S4%
[Father Tucker—Catholic—Act- the West Read ............. 2
(it s39  Provisions Made for the Seven-
; e Ny S ies in the Temple........... 549
Acquittal of Sheriff Backenstos tr‘fs Hid :
for the Killing of Frank Wor- io{:,us-Br]lgh?m THeident e g'!ElJ
e s il L TE e e 541 HItumaty QU D
C | fthe T ok hrzgha‘:’n Young's Instructions
ompletion of the Temple East on Temple Procedure ....... 552
Room for Giving Endowments . S. Deputy Marshal Visits
—List of Those Present...... 341 the Temile oo ntah s il
Commencement of_Administcr— Emma Smith's Letter to New
ing Temple Ordinances .... 542 York Sun Editor............ 554
List of Those Present ........ 543 Other Temple Workers’ Names 555
Extermination of Saints Pro- o Recreation in Temple ......... 557,
IDoSediE e L 544 Church Publications for the
I'he Prophet Joseph Left the Period—1845 . .. ... 0L 0, 558

CHAPTER XXXVIII

LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS ENDOWED IN THE TEMPLE—JANUARY AND FEBRUARY,

1846—CATHOLIC CHURCH EFFORTS TO PURCHASE L. D. S, PROPERTY—FRIENDLY

ATTITUDE OF JUDGE JOSIAH LAMBORN—REPEATED HOSTILE EFFORTS OF STATE

OFFICIALS—DEPARTURE OF THE TWELVE HASTENED BY FALSE REPORTS CIRCULATED
BY GOVERNOR FORD

C. Kimball's Dream........ 561

Instructions to the Church... 570
Cat]m]m Proposals to Rent Pub-

Hostilities Threatened Tn Towa. 572

licPBuildinesi s ivss i T 565 Trustees Appointed to Take
Anxiety of Saints to Receive Charge of Property at Nauvoo 573
Temple Ordinances ......... 567 Bogts-makers: . i i venainay 574

Josiah  Lamborn Proposes to
write History of the Mormons 568

Preparations for Instant Flight
TromE NaUVOORIE & ot e s 569

Nauvoo Stake High Council's

Rumors of Intended Intercep-
tion of Journey to the West. 577
Roof of Temple on Fire........ 581
Al River’ Disaster.,. .t .. ohn 582
John E. Page Disfellowshiped. 582

CHAPTER XXXIX

DEPARTURE OF BRIGHAM YOUNG FROM NAUVOO—PROPOSITION OF “A, G.

BENSON & co0.”—PROPOSED CONTRACT—PUBLIC MEETING IN THE TEMPLE—

MISSISSIPPI BRIDGED BY ICE—LIMITED NUMBER WHO CROSSED ON THE ICE

WITH TEAMS AND FAMILIES—PETITION TO THE GOVERNOR OF IOWA—REFLECTIONS
ON COMMENCEMENT OF EXODUS FROM NAUV0OO

Joseph Young appointed to Pre-
side at Nauvoo ............. 584

President Brigham Young De-
parts from Nauvoo ........ 585

Instructions on Camp Deport-
e s e 585

Camp Commissary Appointed.. 586

Samuel Brannan, “A. G. Ben-



INTRODUCTION

PAGE
SONRA 0 2t e s -t TV 587
Further Report of Samuel Bran-
TIEELN s s o st e e s e P rena P 588
“Contract” Between “A. G. Ben-
son & Co.” and Samuel Bran-
TIATAR A o) Aot Sl RN 589
[nstructions to the Pioneer
COMPATIYAS s b et oy 591

XIX

PAGE

Sutferingsiint Camp! (.. e 593

Settling of Temple Floor...... 594
Prospectus of the Hancock
B et e s

9%

Prospect of Camp Employment. 597
Communication to Governor of

Towa e bl . & IhT e 601
Conditions of First Companies

to Leave Nauvoo

CHAPTER XL

DISCONTINUANCE OF DAILY QUOTATIONS FROM THE MANUSCRIPT HISTORY OF
BRIGHAM YOUNG—SUNDRY EVENTS IN THE MARCHING ENCAMPMENT
FROM THE CLOSE OF FEBRUARY TO MID-JUNE

Bxplanation®s ot e 604
Breaking Camp on Sugar Creek 604
Development of Methods of
Travel
“Camp of Israel”
Prominent Places of Encamp-
et S i
Praise of President Young of
Character of Encampments... 608

Bogus-making Reappears ...... 609
Mdill Serviter e i e 610
Frequency of Prayer .......... 611
Elder J. C. Little, President of
Eastern States Mission—at
VY 2 s hing L on S S e 611

Raising the Mormon Battalion. 612
Misapprehensions Concerning. .
Sundry Events Grouped ....... 614

CHAPTER XLI

THE RETURN TO WINTER QUARTERS—THE ORGANIZATION OF AND UNIVERSAL

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH, BRIGHAM YOUNG,

HEBER C. KIMBALL AND WILLARD RICHARDS—I1847-8 PRESIDENT YOUNG'S LAST
JOURNEY OVER THE PLAINS

A Company of Pioneers Return
to Winter Quarters.......... 616
Their Arrival at Winter Quar-

ters—Reception ............. 616
Account of the Destruction of
the Nauvoo Temple ........ 617

Winter Quarters to be Vacated 618
Oliver Cowdery Exhorted to be
Baptized
Movements of the Twelve in and
About Winter Quarters ..... 620
Proposition to Organize First
Presidency (note) .......... 621

Log Tabernacle to be Built at
R nes v ] 622
General Conference at Kanes-
ville
Sacred Shout of Hosanna Given 624
President Young’s Departure
for thedWiest: o0l oLt
Heber C. Kimball's Company.. 626
Desolation of Winter Quarters. 628
Selection of Brigham Young as
President Ratified by the
Church in Salt Lake Valley.. 628
Also in Great Britain and the
Pacific Islands



INTRODUCTION

Volume VII is divided into six parts:

1. Church Historians’ Excerpt from Ford’s Histoty of Illinois,
pp. 1 to 31.

I1. Later Church Historians’ Extension of Quotations from Ford's
History of Illinots, pp. 33 to 51.

I11. Personal Account of the Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith by the Late President John Taylor, pp. 53 to 126.

IV. Second Compilation of Historical Items of Period I of Church
History, From 22nd of June, 1844, to 8th of August, 1844 (Com-
piled by Church Historians George A. Smith and Wilford Woodruff,
from the Journals of Elders Willard Richards, Wilford Woodruff and
others), pp. 127 to 243.

V. Excerpts from the Manuscript History of Brigham Young from
August 9, 1844, to October 8, 1848—Apostolic Interregnum—
Inauguration of, and Sustaining of the Second First Presidency of
Three, pp. 245 to 630.

The Church Documentary History, Period I, (The History of
Joseph Smith the Prophet by Himself—his daily Journal in fact),
necessarily closed with Joseph's martyrdom to which was added a
brief account of his obsequies, and of his various services to humanity.
The Historians of the Church who brought to a close that Period,
George A. Smith, cousin of the Prophet and one of the Twelve
Apostles, and Wilford Woodruff, also one of the Twelve Apostles,
immediately followed that close by publishing a long and un-
broken excerpt from Governor Thomas Ford's History of Illinois,
which was published in 1854, about six months after the governor's
death. This posthumous work gave large space to the activities and
adventures of the Prophet and his people in Illinois, from 1839 to
1846. This, in fact, constitutes about the only part of Ford's History
that is of permanent value or importance.

George A. Smith and Wilford Woodruff's excerpt from Ford's
History of Illinais extends from page 328 to page 354; which is about
two-thirds of what the governor wrote on the Mormons. Their
quotation ends in the middle of a sentence, this because they were
unwilling, doubtless, to include the vicious assault upon the character
of the Prophet with which the sentence ends. The saints may now,
however, be indifferent to such assaults upon the character and life’s
work of their Prophet, since time has placed the true value upon his
character and the success of his work, vindicating both; rendering the
“pelting of his memory with vile epithets’” as supremely vain. Be-
sides Ford's treatise of the Mormons in Illinois has some valuable
material for their history not to be had elsewhere. And the student
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will bave the satisfaction of knowing that he has practically all that
the governor-enemy of the saints has said against them, and that the
Prophet’s followers have not blanched from all that is written of him
by this opponent. The governor closes his chapter xi with the account
of the trial of the murderers of the Prophet and Patriarch with the
concession that government in Illinois had failed so far as protecting the
Latter-day Saints in their rights, and adds that “‘there can be no gov-
ernment in a free country where the people do not voluntarily obey the
laws;"" which, of course, closes his connection with the events that oc-
curred during the lifetime of the Prophet.

For the rest of Ford's connection with the History of the Church
of the Latter-day Saints, excerpts are given including official letters,
etc., as the events are developed; and are chosen and used in this
present edition, and constitute Part Il of this volume.

Governor Ford's contributions to the history of that period are
followed by a review and commentary upon them by the late President
John Taylor, who was a contemporary with Governor Ford and a
leading participant in those events. This constitutes Part III of this
volume. It is a review and commentary of the period of highest value,
a statesman-like paper, a document of highest historical value of the
times; and one marvels at the high tone with which the document is
planned, being dispassionate, and one might say, written unexpectedly
in an impartial spirit. The balancing of the pros and cons as to the
responsibility of Governor Ford for the murder of the martyred being
surprisingly fair to the governor. In my study of historical docu-
ments in which judgment is rendered upon such questions, without
exception I can say that I have examined nothing that is equal in
spirit and justice to this review by President Taylor of Governor
Ford's responsibility for the murder. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints can well be proud of this performance of their great
Apostle and later President of the Church. It deserves to live forever.

Part IV treats the Apostolic succession to the Presidency of the
Church, from the death of the Prophet to August 8, 1844, a com-
pilation made by the Church Historians George A. Smith and Wilford
Woodruff from the Journals of Elders Willard Richards and Wilford
Woodruff and others. It considers, and settles the claims of guardian-
ship to the church made by Sidney Rigdon; finally disposes of his
case; and installs the Presidency of the Twelve Apostles which con-
tinued until the First Presidency of Three could be re-established.

This touches what may be regarded as an important factor in the
matter of arranging the transition from one administration in the
Presidency of the Church to another. On the 6th of April, 1830, it
was declared that a record should be kept in the church and that in
it Joseph Smith should be called a ‘'seer, a translator, a prophet, an
apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church through the will of
God the Father, and the grace of your Lord Jesus Christ, being inspired






